Public housing suit
tentatively settled

City-ACLU accord
would give thousand
rental (vemﬁcates

Achaneeatbetterm

Baltimore County
executive vows o try
1o halt agreement

By JOANNA DAEMMRICH
HUN BTAPF

Balimore and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Unian
have come up with a far-
reachitig agreement to break
up the segregation of black
familles in public housing
projects by giving thousands
a chance to move to more af-
fluent, largely white neigh-
borhoods throughout the re-
glon.

A proposed settlement of
a class-action lawsuit, which
charged the city and federal
govemments with a 60-year
history of segregation -in
public housing, would give
rental certificates to 1,342
families — about 4,000 peo-
ple — (o mave out ofthe poor
neighborhoods that ring
downtown Baltimore.

Reaction to the agree-
ment was swift from Balti-
more County Executive C_A.
Dutch Ruppersherger 111,
who vowed totry to stopit.

Baltimore already has de-
molished the first of its four
high-rise complexes and
plans o tear down the oth-
ers in the next few years. The
ACLU, &cting on behalf of
public housing residents,
asked a federal court in Feb-
ruary to stop the city from
replacing the high-rige devel-
OpPmMeNnts with new segregat-
ed pockets of poverty.

But ACLU lawyers and
top city officials now have
reached a tentative settie-
ment that calls for giving half
of the 2,700 tenants from the
four high-rise developments
a chance to live eisewhere.
They would be offered feder-
al certlficates to rent private
apartments and homes —
but not in poor and minority
nelghborhoods.

If approved by lawyers for
theU.S. {See Suil, 134"
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Yes. Housing chief Daniel P,
Henaom 111 says “mobility
strategies” work elsewhere.

No: C. A. Duten Ruppers-
berger 1Ml says relocations
would hurt his county.
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City, ACLU reach tentative settlement of public housing lawsuit
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Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development and U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Marvin J. Garbis, the
settlement would allow the city to
proceed with plans to redevelap
Lafayette Courts. a dilapidated
complex cn the east side that was
leveled in August, and Lexington
Terrace, which 15 tc be torT. down
in the spring.

The maln goal of the settlement
is to break up the nearly. all-black
concentrations of poverty around
downtown Baltimore — which the
ACLU contends the government
deliberately created and perpetu-
ated through “systemic raclal seg-
regation.”

Not all familles would be relo-
cated to the suburbs. The settle-
ment would aliow the city to re-
build 636 of the 2,720 residences at
Lafayette Courts, Flag House
Courts, Lexington Terrace and
Murphy Homes. Another 300 fami-
Ues would mave to older neighbor-
hoods such as Sandtown-Win-
chester. which 15 undergoing a
much-heralded revitelization.

The immediate effect would be
10 put 1o rest a prelimmary injunc-
tion sought by the ACLU that
would have prevented the city
from rebuilding the sites of the de-
molished high-rises.

However, the settlement does
not cover allegations of segrega-
tion In 8,600 residences in icw-rise
public housing and some 2,800
scattered units.

Both sides stressed last night
that the settiement represented a
middie ground.

“The settlement Is a compro-
mise,” sald Deborsh S. Byrnes, a
lawyer for the city. “Some peaple
will move away and some peaple
willmove back"

Stuart Comstock-Gay, execu-
t:ve director of the Maryland
ACLU, agreed: “It’s a blended set-
tlement. It's not all one thing or
the other.”

For the 1,342 public housing
families who would get rental cer-
tificales that could be worth up to
$9.4 million a year for the next 15
years, HUD Is setting up a $2 mil-
lion program to provide counsel-
ing on housing, jobs, schools end
transportation, according to a
draft of the settlement.

Rental restrictions require that
families find housing in integrated
or mostly white nelghborhoods.
Because the federa! rental subsi-
dies wouid be lmited for use In

“Federal officials are coming in once again and dic-
tating the quality of life in our older communities. I
will do everything i my power to see it doesn’t hap-

pen again.”

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger II1, Baitimore County executive.

“areas of low minority and poverty
concentration,” the options in the
city would be neighborhoods such
as Lauraville, (Gardenville and
Hamilton. Many tenants are ex-
pected to move to the suburbs.
Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke alerted
Maryland's delegation to Con-
gress and the county executives of
the four nelghboring suburbs this

income housing for suburban resi-
dents, let alone an influx of poor
famllies from the city.
Anindignant Mr. Ruppersherg-
er banged his fingers on a confer-
ence table and sald, “I resent that
very, very much. Thisis the thanks
1 get from the mayor for all I've
tried todo for the city.”
Mr. Ruppersberger, who has
h ioned reglonal cooperation

week of the pending lerpent
Mr. Schmoke dectined to com-
ment yesterday on the agresment
until it s approved.

1t swiftly kindled a raging politi-
cal debate in the surrounding
counties. Several county execu-
tives worried about a lack of low-

among governments, sald the
county would suffer from the relo-
cation of hundreds of familles
from Baltimore public housk

Chesapeake Village instead of
Ruxton or Glyndon, because that
is where landlords accept Section
Brental certificates, he said.

“Federal officials are coming in
once again and dictating the quali-
ty of life in our older communi-
ties,” he saig. "I will do everything
in my power to see it doesn't hap-
penagain.”

Baltimore Housing Commis-
sioner Dantel P. Henson III, how-
ever, said “mobility strategies" for
relocating residents from public
housing high-rises have worked In
several other cities, such as Chica-
go, and could work here with the
help of counselors and the cooper-
ation of swrrounding jurisdictions.

"1 can't solve Mr. Ruppersberg-
er's problem on “*1s, but if officials
would sit down ot the table, we
can work something out,” Mr.
Henson said.

Mr. Henson plans to meet soon
with ing officials in surround-

projects. Most would move lntc
the older county communitles,
such as Riverdale, Tall Trees and

ing areas and seek thefr direction
in helping avold relocating resi-
dents to neighborhoods with high

concentrations of poverty.

“It's the key to making this
work."” he sajd.

In Howard and Anne Arunde!
counties, local officlals were
adopting a wait-and-see attitude.

“Detalls are rather sketchy
right now,” said Howard County
Executive Charles I. Ecker.

Anne Arundel County Execu-
tive John G. Gary expressed his
support of the city, but also was
concerned that the area did not
Lave enough job training pro-
grams or public transportation.

“Mr. Gary is supportive of the
city and- the c%muaﬁqn and the
problems the clty face,” said Lisa
Rltter, a spokeswoman for the
county executive. "His concern is
that you stinply don't just give
peopie B new home to start over
with, We don't know where we
would put them yet. We would
have to see what kind of infra-
structure they would need.”

Annapolis Alderman Carl O.
Snowden, a civil rights activist
who participated in some of the
discussions on the ACLU suit over
the past elght months, sald he ex-
pects an outcry similar to that
over the federal Moving to Oppor-
tunity program last year.

The federa! voucher program
helped 285 Baltimore families
move from public hausing into
peiter neighporhoods and the

suburbs. But it ignited furicus op-
position in eastern Balitmore
County, which doomed a panned
expansion,

While saying he understoad the
ACLUs goals to provide more
housing cholces for the poor and
disperse poverty in the metropali-
tan region, Mr. Snowden said: “I
think generally the climate is so
polarized at this point that ii°s fair
to say that in the counties, people
will not be welcoming those leav-
{ng the city with open arms.”

Mayor Schmoke and Mr. Hen-
son, while criticizing the suit have
hinted before that a federal court
order forcing the suburbs to pro-
vide housing for Baltimore’s poor
wolid be to thefrliking.

More than 80 percent of Salti-
more’s public housing families are
black. Many of the tenants are sin-
gie mothers of young children liv-
ng onabout $5,000 a year.

Residents of Lafayette Courtss
were relocated mostly to other
public housing developments and
to renovated homes in areas such
as Sandtown-Winchester. Under
the proposed agreement, some
300 families lving in the four
high-rise developments wollld
move into Sandtown-Winchester,
East Baltimore and other commu-
nities In the midst of urban renew-
al programs. The city plans toren-
ovate some of the hundreds of
vacant, boarded homes in the
neighborhoods for public housing.

Sun staff writers Eric Siegel,
Patrick Gilbert, Ivan Penn and
Kris Antonelli contributed to ¢his.
article.



